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POPULATION 

Algeria's  total  population  in  1962  was  estimated  at  11.6  million,  and  the  annual 
growth  rate  was  approximately  2.5  percent.   After  Algeria  attained  independence  in  1962, 
however,  population  began  to  decline.   Europeans  departed  from  the  country  in  response  to 
Algeria's  new  national  policies,  and  by  1963  only  about  170,000  French—the  largest  Euro- 
pean group- -remained.  By  mid-1964,  total  population  was  estimated  to  be  10.8  million. 

At  the  present  time,  most  Algerians  are  Arabs  or  Berbers;  over  95  percent  of  these 
are  followers  of  Islam.  While  French  is  still  the  official  language,  colloquial  Arabic 
is  frequently  spoken,  and  Berber  dialects  survive  in  some  sections  of  the  country. 

National  population  density  averages  12  persons  per  square  mile;  however,  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  country,  containing  12  percent  of  the  nation's  total  area  and  all  of  its 
arable  land,  has  a  density  of  about  89  persons  per  square  mile.  In  contrast,  the  remain- 
ing Saharan  region,  occupied  largely  by  nomads,  has  a  density  of  approximately  one  person 
per  square  mile.  Eighty  percent  of  the  people  are  engaged  in  agriculturally  related 
occupations . 

LAND  CHARACTERISTICS  AND  USES 

With  a  total  land  area  of  920,000  square  miles,  Algeria  is  almost  3%  times  as  large 
as  the  State  of  Texas.  About  19  percent  of  the  country  is  regarded  as  agricultural  land: 
3  percent  is  arable  and  lies  mostly  in  a  narrow  belt  near  the  Mediterranean  Sea;  the  re- 
mainder is  grazing  land  located  almost  entirely  in  the  High  Plateau  and  Saharan  regions. 
An  additional  2  percent  of  the  nation's  total  area  is  potentially  cultivable,  but  the 
major  portion  of  the  country  is  covered  by  desert,  steppes,  wasteland,  and  mountains. 

The  two  Atlas  mountain  ranges  which  cross  Algeria  laterally  divide  the  country  into 
3  longitudinal  zones.  Between  the  northern  Tellian  Atlas  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea  is  a 
narrow  but  fertile  coastal  plain,  the  Tell,  which  has  a  moderate  climate  the  year  round 
and  adequate  rainfall.  This  zone  produces  most  of  the  country's  wine,  citrus  fruit,  and 
vegetables.  Algeria's  forests,  also  located  here,  produce  cork  for  export. 

Stretching  southward  from  the  Tellian  to  the  Saharan  Atlas  is  the  High  Plateau  re- 
gion, averaging  almost  3,000  feet  above  sea  level.  This  zone  has  limited  rainfall  and 
greater  extremes  of  temperature  than  the  Tellian  region.  Principal  agriculture  in  the 
High  Plateau  region  is  livestock  grazing  and  the  growing  of  cereals  and  esparto  grass. 

The  Saharan  region,  or  third  zone,  is  mostly  rocky  plains  which  merge  into  desert. 
Vegetation  is  scanty  in  this  large  region,  but  it  does  afford  some  grazing  for  nomadic 
goats,  sheep, and  camels.  Oases  in  the  area  support  some  agriculture,  particularly  the 
production  of  dates.  The  area  possesses  large  deposits  of  petroleum,  natural  gas,  and 
coal. 
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The  only  significant  river  in  Algeria  is  the  Cheliff.   It  flows  some  400  miles  from 
the  Saharan  Atlas  north  to  the  Mediterranean,  but  dries  up  in  summer.   In  general,  the 
weather  in  Algeria  varies  greatly  from  year  to  year  and  drought  conditions  frequently 
develop  during  the  hot  summer  months. 

AGRICULTURAL  STRUCTURE 

Internal  strife  during  the  past  decade  has  been  an  important  factor  in  holding 
Algeria's  agricultural  growth  below  that  of  most  other  countries  in  Northern  Africa.  The 
majority  of  farms  remain  small  and  are  owned  by  farmers  who  produce  agricultural  products 
for  their  own  families  and  the  local  community.   About  one- third  of  the  nation's  culti- 
vated land  is  in  large,  relatively  highly  mechanized  farms  which  produce  commercial  crops 
mainly  for  export.   Prior  to  independence,  French  citizens  owned  and  operated  most  of 
these  large  farms,  but  since  that  time  government-controlled  cooperatives  have  displaced 
individual  ownership  in  most  instances.   Additional  nationalization  is  planned  and  small 
independent  farmers  are  encouraged  to  join  cooperatives. 

As  a  result  of  increasing  petroleum  production,  income  from  agriculture  accounts  for 
only  about  one-fifth  of  the  nation's  gross  national  product. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION 

Large  quantities  of  grain,  mainly  wheat  and  barley,  are  grown  annually  in  Algeria 
(table  1).  Other  leading  crops  are  vegetables,  figs,  dates,  cotton , and  tobacco.  Chief 
commercial  crops  are  wine  grapes,  grain,  citrus  fruit,  olives,  and  esparto  grass. 

Irregular  climatic  conditions  cause  sizeable  variations  in  annual  crop  output;  after 
favorable  growing  seasons,  however,  large  quantities  of  commercial  crops  are  exported, 
mainly  tn  France  and  other  European  countries.   These  exports  have  decreased  in  volume  in 
recent  years  as  Algeria's  population  outpaces  agricultural  production. 
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Table  1. --Algeria: 


Estimated  production  of  principal  agricultural  commodities, 
average  1960-62,  annual  1963/64  and  1964/65 


Commodity 


1960-62 
average 

1963/64 

1964/65 
preliminary 

1,000 

1,000 

1 

,000 

metric  tons 

metric  tons 

metric  tons 

1,127 

1,579 

1,200 

610 

814 

610 

39 

44 

51 

252 

252 

260 

108 

108 

114 

31 

31 

32 

17 

18 

24 

2,178 

2,178 

2,206 

132 

131 

133 

18 

16 

18 

261 

317 

315 

4 

4 

5 

7 

7 

8 

4 

3 

3 

7 

9 

11 

439 

439 

440 

87 

85 

83 

12 

13 

14 

9 

9 

9 

Wheat  

Barley  

Oats  

Potatoes  

Tomatoes  

Beans  and  peas  

Olive  oil  1/  1/  

Grapes  

Dates  

Figs ,  dried  

Oranges  and  tangerines  2.' 

Grapefruit  3/ 

Lemons  £'    

Sugar  

Tobacco  

Milk  y   

Meat  1.1    , 

Eggs 

Wool  


1/  Excluding  sulphur  oil.   2/  Oil  pressed  in  marketing  season  beginning  November  1 
of  the  first  year  shown.   3/  Harvested  in  the  second  year  of  the  split  year  shown, 
4/  About  half  goat  milk;  most  of  the  remainder  fairly  equal  portions  of  cow  and  sheep 
milk.   5/  About  10  percent  pork;  the  remainder  about  equal  amounts  of  beef,  veal, 
mutton,  and  lamb. 

The  Livestock  Industry 

A  major  portion  of  Algeria's  livestock  is  raised  by  Moslems  and  nomadic  peoples 
of  the  High  Plateau  and  Saharan  regions.   Animal  numbers  and  livestock  products  are 
substantially  influenced  by  climatic  and  pasture  conditions.   Some  ranges  go  unused 
for  lack  of  available  water  supplies,  while  those  adjacent  to  wells  and  waterholes  are 
overgrazed.   In  most  cases,  livestock  must  travel  long  distances  for  both  feed  and 
water. 

Sheep  are  of  foremost  importance  in  Algeria's  livestock  industry.   Although  they 
are  raised  primarily  for  meat,  the  wool  clip,  milk,  and  skins  are  of  considerable  value. 
Notable  progress  has  been  made  with  poultry.   The  number  and  quality  of  poultry  flocks 
have  advanced  significantly  in  recent  years. 


In  1961,  the  following  livestock  numbers  were  reported  by  the  Food  and  Agricul- 


ture Organization  of  the  United  Nations: 

1.000  head 
Sheep         4,995 
Goats         1,946 
Cattle  611 


Camels 

Horses ,  donkeys , 

and  mules 
Swine 


1.000  head 
146 

612 
68 


AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Between  1955  and  1961,  the  annual  value  of  Algeria's  total  exports  averaged  from 
about  one-third  to  one-half  that  of  all  imports.   After  the  war  ended  in  1962,  the 
position  changed;  imports  dropped  to  less  than  85  percent  of  total  exports.   This  was 
mainly  a  result  of  increased  Algerian  shipments  of  wine  and  petroleum,  but  was  in  some 
measure  also  due  to  cessation  of  imports  to  supply  both  the  French  military  forces  in 
Algeria  and  the  European  colonists.   No  detailed  trade  statistics  have  been  issued  by 
the  Algerian  Government  since  1961. 

Until  1961,  agricultural  products  annually  represented  more  than  70  percent  of 
the  value  of  total  exports  and  about  20  percent  of  the  country's  imports.   In  1961, 
agricultural  exports  amounted  to  nearly  $286  million,  and  agricultural  imports  to  $220 
million.   After  1961,  increasing  sales  of  petroleum  reduced  the  share  of  agricultural 
exports  to  less  than  half  the  value  of  total  exports. 

Wine  accounts  for  the  greater  part  of  the  value  of  agricultural  exports.   During 
the  1959-61  period,  Algeria's  exports  of  wine  represented  roughly  50  percent  of  the 
world's  wine  trade  by  volume  and  40  percent  by  value.   In  years  of  normal  production, 
Algerian  hard  wheat—prized  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  paste  products  —  is  exchanged 
for  European  soft  wheat  varieties.   Citrus  fruits,  early-season  truck  crops,  and  olive 
oil  are  other  customary  exports.   Leading  imports  are  generally  sugar,  grain,  vegetable 
oils,  livestock  and  livestock  products,  coffee,  fruits,  and  vegetables. 

France  purchases  between  75  and  80  percent  of  Algeria's  exports  and  supplies 
roughly  85  percent  of  its  total  imports.  Most  of  Algeria's  remaining  trade  is  with 
other  Common  Market  countries  (table  2) ;  some  exchange  also  takes  place  with  neighboring 
African  nations  and  those  in  the  Sino-Soviet  Bloc. 

In  1963,  the  EEC  reported  imports  from  Algeria  valued  at  approximately  $666 
million,  and  composed  largely  of  petroleum  and  other  nonagricultural  products.   This 
figure  is  lower  than  the  $756  million  reported  for  1962,  due  mainly  to  a  decrease  in 
the  importation  of  agricultural  products.  Wine  is  the  major  agricultural  purchase  of 
the  Community  from  Algeria,  amounting  to  over  $115  million  worth  in  1963;  this  total 
was  a  substantial  decrease  from  the  $234  million  of  1962.   France  was  the  major 
recipient  in  both  years. 

Total  EEC  exports  to  Algeria  in  both  1962  and  1963  amounted  to  roughly  $585 
million.   The  majority  of  these  products  were  also  nonagricultural.   The  leading  agri- 
cultural export  was  the  sugar  and  honey  group,  whose  value  reached  $37  million  in  1963, 
down  from  $39  million  in  1962.   Almost  the  entire  quantity  was  supplied  by  France. 

Trade  figures  published  by  France,  the  Netherlands,  and  Italy  indicate  that 
Algeria '8  trade  with  the  EEC  in  1964  approached  the  1963  level,  with  nonagricultural 
products  again  contributing  more  heavily  to  both  exports  and  imports  than  did  agricul- 
tural products.   The  most  extensive  trading  in  1964  occurred  with  France  whose  purchases 
from  Algeria—agricultural  and  nonagricultural— were  greater  than  those  in  the  previous 
year.   Algeria's  total  imports  from  France  were  down  from  those  of  1963;  nonagricultural 
imports  dropped  significantly,  but  an  increase  in  the  importation  of  raw  textile  fibers 
was  especially  notable.   Algeria's  total  exports  to  Italy  and  the  Netherlands  decreased 
over  those  of  the  previous  year.   Total  imports  from  both  countries  increased.   Non- 
agricultural  imports  from  Italy  were  substantially  expanded  in  1964  over  similar  imports 
in  1963,  but  agricultural  imports  decreased.   Imports  from  the  Netherlands  were 
generally  higher. 

Algeria  secures  less  than  10  percent  of  its  imports  from  the  United  States. 
These  consist  mainly  of  foodstuffs  obtained  under  the  Food-For-Peace  program,  and 
include  such  items  as  wheat,  wheat  flour,  vegetable  oils,  and  dairy  products.   In  1963, 
U.S.  exports  to  Algeria  totaled  $44.6  million,  as  compared  with  $50  million  in  1962 
(see  table  3) . 
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Table  2. Algeria:   Imports  from  and  exports  to  the  European  Economic  Community,  1962-64  ±! 


SITC:   Commodity       : 

Total         : 

Belgium 

and     : 

Netherlands ' 

West 

France 

Italy 

and  year          : 

EEC           : 

Luxembourg 

Germany 

Imp.            Exp.    : 

Imp_. 

Exp.: 

Imp. 
-1  000 

Exp. :   Imp. 

Exp-.: 

Imp.              Exp. : 

Imp. 

Exp. 

00: 

Live  animals    : 
1962            : 

6,329       2,056: 



: 

18 



—   :     6,311       2,056: 

— 

— 

1963           : 

9,831      1,364: 

1 

—   : 

140 

—    : 

-- 

—    : 

9,690       1,364: 

— 

— 

1964           : 

__ 

__ 

962 

--    : 

195 

—  : 

8,901           536: 

~ 

-- 

01: 

Meat  &  etc.      : 

1962            : 

21,765           112: 

1 

—   : 

88 

--   : 

— 

--    • 

21,664           112: 

12 

-- 

1963           : 

11, 172          402 : 

30 

—    : 

133 

--    : 

— - 

— 

11,009           402: 

-- 

— 

1964           : 

--    : 



: 

719 

--    : 

— 

—    : 

6,897          971- 

-- 

-- 

02: 

Dairy*   etc .      : 

1962           : 

30,995           —   : 

2,199 

--   ; 

1,198 

— 

41 

— 

27,452 

105 

-- 

1963           : 

21,839           --    : 

324 

— 

834 

— 

— 

-- 

20,617 

64 

— 

1964           : 

19,757                : 



—    • 

1,086 

-- 

— 

-- 

18,619 

52 

-- 

Ok ': 

Cereals  &  etci 

1962            : 

19,783      3,856: 

12 

-- 

3 

-- 

-- 

— 

16,615       3,856. 

3,153 

— 

1963           : 

9,115      9,170: 

1 

4 

2 

-- 

— 

— 

9,097      7,436 

15 

1,730 

1964           : 

— 

— 

62 

— 

-- 

— 

7,895      1,669 

81 

2,444 

05: 

Fruit  &  veg.    : 

1962           : 

18,487    94,63aS 

45 

250 

579 

314 

25 

6,028 

17,719    88,046 

119 

— 

1963           : 

11,729    90,711: 

23 

296 

695 

337 

491 

6,336 

10,445     83,047 

75 

695 

1964           : 

— 

— 

834 

422 

51 

4,058 

7,367     54,491 

-- 

64 

06' 

Sugar  &  etc .    : 

1962           : 

39,291 

9 

— 

18 

— 

63 

— 

39,200 

1 

— 

1963 

37,445 

— 

~ 

20 

— 

— 

— 

37,425 

■     -- 

— 

1964 

— 

— 

— 

32 

— 

— 

— 

39,548              3 

•     -- 

— 

08 

Animal  feed 

1962 

958      6,029 

— 

317 

3 

105 

• 

1,116 

:         954      4,487 

:            1 

4 

1963 

409      5,645 

— 

371 

-- 

201 

: 

660 

:         407      4,402 

:              2 

11 

1964 

— - 

-- 

— 

— 

17 

— 

844 

: 

:     — 

— 

112.1 

Wine 

1962 

1,447  234,113 

— 

293 

— 

23 

: 

107 

:     1,437  233,690 

:           10 

— 

1963 

436  115,844 

— 

164 

: 

25 

: 

192 

:         433  115,463 

:            3 

— 

1964 

__ 

— 

— 

: 

9 

: 

449 

:         436  165,087 

:   -- 

-- 

21 

Hides  &  skins 

1962 

4,111 



7 

: 

— 

: 

224 

:       -          3,189 

:   — 

691 

:         1963 

5,307 



— 

: 

— 

: 

134 

:       -           4,699 

:   — 

474 

:         1964 

: 

— 

: 

-- 

: 

-- 

:     2,479      3,810 

:   -- 

166 

22 

•Oilseed,   etc. 

:          1962 

7,o42         311 

— 

— 

:           11 

— 

: 

1 

:'     7,031           310 

:    — 

— 

:         1963 

:  10,847          236 

— 

-- 

:           16 

— 

: 

— 

:  10,831          227 

:   — 

9 

:         1964 

— 

: 

— 

: 

-- 

: 

— 

:   11,608 

:   — 

— 

26 

:Raw  fibers 

:          1962 

:         253           510 

: 

— 

: 

— 

: 

-- 

:         253           510 

:   — 

— 

:         1963 

:     2,317           586 

:         193 

28 

:         199 

3 

:            7 

__ 

:     1,918          553 

:   — 

2 

:         1964 

. 

: 

— 

: 

— 

: 

— 

^il,466          439 

:   — 

— 

42 

: Fixed  veg. oil 

:          1962 

4,559      2,267 

►          59 

— 

: 

4 

:            9 

3 

:     4,491          688 

:   — 

1,572 

:         1963 

:     2,777      3,709 

:            9 

-- 

: 

12 

:            9 

27 

:     2,759          706 

:   -- 

2,964 

:         1964 

. 

: 

~ 

:          42 

— 

:             8 

-- 

; 

:   — 

— 

3/ 

: Other  agr. 

:         1962 

':     6,447       1,968 

:          20 

1 

5           58 

3 

:     1,038 

131 

:      5,285       1,833 

i          46 

_. 

:         1963 

:     8,070       4,827 

:            5 

15 

:         164 

21 

:         707 

520 

:     7,127       4,213 
:^Ll,944      9,169 

:          67 

58 

:         1964 

. 

: 

— 

:          20 

-- 

: 

— 

:   — 

— 

:  Total  agr. 

:          1962 

: 157, 356  349,971 

:     2,345 

868 

:     1,976 

449 

:     1,176 

7,610 

: 148, 412  338,777 

:     3,447 

2,267 

:         1963 

: 125,987  237,801 

:         586 

878 

:     2,203 

599 

:     1,214 

7,869 

:  121, 758  222,512 

;         226 

5,943 

:         1964 

:     3,757 

448 

: 

~ 

: 127, 160  236,175 

:         133 

2,674 

:Nonagr. 

:         1962 

: 427, 892  406,074 

991 

1,618 

:     2,240 

4,768 

*     4,431 

55,986 

:4l4,105  318, 64 1 

:     6,125 

25,061 

:         1963 

:458,8l2  428,108 

:     1,425 

956 

:      1,932 

10,195 

:   10,347 

52,8o4 

:432,249  348,021 

:  12,859 

16,132 

:         1964 

; 

: 

— 

:     2,861 

7,448 

: 

— 

: 371, 758  378,378 

:  19,097 

12,391 

:  Total 

: 

:         1962 

=585,248  756,045 

:      3,336 

2,486 

:      4,216 

5,217 

:     5,607 

63,596 

: 562, 517  657,418 

:     9,572 

27, 328 

:         1963 

: 584, 799  665,909 

:     2,011 

1,834 

:     4,135 

10,794 

:   11,561 

60,673 
66,412 

: 554,007  570,533 

:   13,085 

22,075 

:         1964 

— 

: 

— 

:     6,618 

7,896 

:    14,363 

: 498, 918  614,553 

:    19,230 

15,065 

1/  1964,   prelim., and   incomplete.    2/ 

Contains 

(in  1, 

300  of  U.S 

.$'•)  Co 

tton  -  $6867;   Wool,   animal  hair 

-  $4,053; 

Lin  a 

id  Ramie  -  $54f 

3.          3/  Include 

3  agricultural  p 

roducts  under  SI 

TC  codes 

-  07,  0 

9,   12,  27,  29,   4 

1,  43,  53 

,   55- 

4/  Approximately  50  percent  composed  of  essential  oil6  and  animal  and  vegetable  oils. 
Source:   0ECD  Statistical  Bulletin,  Series  C,  Annual  Foreign  Trade,  Trade  by  Commodities. 
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Table  3. --U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Algeria,  by  quantity  and  value,  average  1960-62, 

annual  1963 


Unit 

Quantity 

Value 

Commodity 

1960-62 

1963 

1960-62 

1963 

average 

average 

Thousands 

1,000 
13,214 

dollars 

Wheat 

Bu. 

6,116        7,074 

15,317 

Wheat  flour 

Cwt. 

63         485 

343 

2,589 

Barley 

Bu. 

957           0 

1,206 

0 

Fruit  &  fruit  prep. 

Lb. 

— 

7 

41 

Vegetables  &  prep. 

Lb. 

— 

143 

-- 

Soybeans 

Bu. 

9 

20 

-- 

Soybean  oil,  refined 

Lb. 

2,880       14,922 

482 

2,532 

Cottonseed  oil 

Lb. 

8,726 

-- 

1,650 

Nonfat  dry  milk 

Lb. 

898       3,970 

148 

1,180 

Tobacco,  unmfd. 

Lb. 

167           8 

200 

18 

Tallow,  inedible 

Lb. 

331       1,433 

19 

76 

Cotton,  unmfd. 

Lb. 

50         327 

13 

85 

Food  for  relief  or 

charity 

-- 

-_ 

y   4,089 

2/5,872 

Other  agricultural 

-- 

-- 

37 

73 

Total  agricultural 

19,922 

29,433 

Total  nonagricultural 

18,629 

15,132 

Total  exports 

-- 

— 

38,551 

44,565 

1/  Mostly  wheat,  wheat  flour,  corn  meal,  and  nonfat  dry  milk.  2/  Included  in  this 
to"tal--U.S.  wheat  valued  at  $2.0  million;  wheat  flour,  $978,000  and  nonfat  dry  milk, 
$752,000. 

Table  4. --U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Algeria,  by  quantity  and  value, 

average  1960-62 ,  annual  1963 


Unit 

Quantity 

Value 

Commodity 

1960-62      1963 
average 

1960-62 

1963 

average 

Thousands 

1,000 

dollars 

Geranium  oil 

Lb. 

16          15 

262 

141 

Other  essential  oils 

Lb. 

12 

26 

52 

Olives  in  brine 

Gal. 

40          12 

35 

33 

Olive  oil 

Lb. 

15         329 

3 

1/  30 

Vegetables  &  prep. 

Lb. 

2/106 

20 

1/  23 

Sausage  casings 

Lb. 

-- 

1 

_- 

Hides  and  skins 

Lb. 

24 

11 

-- 

Other  agricultural 

-- 

__ 

7 

3/  2 

Total  agricultural 

364 

281 

Total  nonagricultural 

1,952 

561 

Total  imports 

2,316 

842 

1/  Inedible.  2/   Capers.  3/   Drugs  of  vegetable  origin,  and  wine. 
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Small  amounts  of  olives,  olive  oil,  drugs,  herbs,  and  spices  are  imported  by  the 
United  States  from  Algeria.   Petroleum,  however,  constitutes  the  largest  part  of  U.S. 
purchases.   In  1962,  U.S.  imports  from  Algeria  were  valued  at  $5.3  million  (table  4). 
A  sharp  drop  in  crude  oil  purchases  brought  the  total  imports  figure  to  $842,000  in  1963. 

FOOD  SUPPLY  SITUATION 

A  recent  study  A'  of  the  world's  food  situation  completed  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  indicates  that,  in  the  period  1959-61,  average  daily  per  capita  food 
consumption  in  Algeria  was  approximately  2,330  calories.   This  is  slightly  less  than 
the  minimum  level  of  2,350  calories  recommended  for  the  people  of  Northern  Africa,  and 
is  substantially  below  a  daily  caloric  intake  in  the  United  States  of  about  3,200 
calories. 

Over  60  percent  of  the  total  calories  consumed  during  the  1959-61  period  was 
supplied  by  grains  —  largely  wheat  and  barley--and  about  20  percent  by  fruits,  vegetables, 
and  sugar.   The  remainder  was  derived  from  oil  and  animal  products.   Vegetables  and 
fruits  common  to  the  diet  were  potatoes,  pulses,  tomatoes,  onions,  dates,  figs,  and 
citrus.   Olive  oil  was  the  primary  oil  consumed. 

Of  the  63.7  grams  of  protein  per  capita  consumed  daily  in  Algeria,  only  20  percent 
was  derived  from  animal  products,  as  compared  with  65  percent  of  the  95.3  grams  of 
protein  in  the  daily  diet  of  the  average  American.   However,  the  level  of  animal  pro- 
teins in  the  Algerian  diet  is  judged  to  be  adequate. 

Fat  consumption  in  Algeria,  which  reached  46.1  grams,  is  also  sufficient.   In 
the  United  States,  it  totaled  $146.3  grams. 

Nearly  40  percent  of  Algeria's  total  caloric  supply  was  imported;  this  trend 
promises  to  continue. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  TRADE  POLICY 

Algeria  has  pursued  a  policy  of  nationalization  in  agriculture  since  it  gained 
independence  in  1962,  and  has  placed  most  of  its  mechanized  agriculture  in  the  hands  of 
government-regulated  cooperatives.   Cooperatives  in  both  rural  and  urban  areas  are 
encouraged  by  the  Algerian  Government  as  the  basic  means  for  combating  unemployment  and 
for  helping  to  reorganize  the  economy. 

Increased  emphasis  is  being  placed  upon  the  production  of  crops  for  local  con- 
sumption at  the  expense  of  such  export  crops  as  wine  grapes  (which  are  exported  as  wine) 
and  durum  wheat.   Further  improvement  of  water  supplies  and  grazing  conditions  for  live- 
stock is  an  additional  goal.   Projects  already  underway—with  the  help  of  the  United 
State8--include  contour  farming,  reservoir  construction,  irrigation,  land  reclamation, 
reforestation,  and  road  building. 

The  primary  aims  of  Algeria's  foreign  trade  policy  include  limiting  nonessential 
imports  to  conserve  the  country's  monetary  resources  and  to  protect  local  production. 
Imports  that  are  necessary  for  domestic  consumption  or  economic  development  are  readily 
permitted.   A  flexible  system  has  been  initiated  which  permits  import  licensing  of 
items  on  a  quota  list.  The  list  applies  particularly  to  agricultural  products  and  to 
goods  produced  domestically  in  sufficient  quantities  for  local  consumption.   In  addition, 
special  government  offices,  or  joint  state/private  "buying  groups,"  handle  the  Importa- 
tion of  all  significant  items. 

Algeria  is  trying  to  diversify  its  exports.  Agricultural  exports  benefit  from 
concessions  obtained  in  the  EEC's  Common  External  Tariff  Schedule. 


,1/  Foreign  Regional  Analysis  Division,  Economic  Research  Service.  Food  Balances  for 
30  Countries  in  Africa  and  West  Asia,  1959-61.  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
ERS-Foreign  119,  March  1965. 
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GENERAL  ECONOMIC  SITUATION 

Agriculture  and  industry  in  Algeria  have  experienced  setbacks  as  the  result  of 
the  nation 's  problems  and,  at  present,  are  operating  at  less  than  full  efficiency. 
Extensive  nationalization  of  property  precipitated  a  general  loss  of  skilled  manpower 
which  has  reduced  industrial  as  well  as  agricultural  production.   In  turn,  reduced 
economic  activity  has  intensified  unemployment  among  unskilled  workers. 

Manufacturing  is  centered  around  the  large  port  cities  of  Algiers  and  Oran  where 
large  numbers  of  Europeans  were  formerly  concentrated.   The  leading  industries  are 
construction  and  public  works,  processing  of  domestic  food  products,  and  metal  works. 
Traditional  handicrafts  (ceramics,  embroidery,  leatherwork,  and  rugs)  are  also  important 
Heavy  industry  is  dependent  upon  imports  of  raw  materials  and  semifinished  products, 
and  upon  export  demands.   In  some  cases,  Algeria's  relations  with  foreign  business 
associates  have  been  disrupted  by  economic  conditions,  so  that  industries  are  hampered 
in  their  normal  operations. 

Petroleum  sales,  accounting  annually  for  over  half  of  all  export  revenues,  are 
becoming  increasingly  important  as  a  source  of  foreign  exchange.   Natural  gas  deposits 
at  Hassi  R'Mel  are  among  the  largest  known  in  the  world,  and  gas  pipelines  extend  to 
the  Mediterranean  ports  of  Arzew,  Algiers,  and  Oran.  There  are  also  large  coal 
deposits  at  Colomb  Bechar.   Algeria's  other  principal  minerals  are  iron  ore,  lead, 
phosphates,  zinc,  antimony,  copper,  and  tungsten. 

Fisheries,  although  more  highly  developed  than  in  some  Mediterranean  countries, 
are  of  minor  importance  to  the  nation's  economy. 

There  are  approximately  2,500  miles  of  railroad  in  Algeria.   The  railroad  system 
is  government -owned  and  is  generally  modern  and  adequate.   The  main  line  crosses 
northern  Algeria,  linking  all  of  the  major  cities  and  ports.   Six  north- to-south  lines 
serve  the  interior. 

Northern  Algeria  has  34,200  miles  of  roads,  over  half  of  which  are  paved.  The 
southern  region  has  1,300  miles  of  paved  highways  and  5,200  miles  of  gravel-surfaced 
roads.  The  highway  system  is  based  upon  six  routes,  three  of  which  run  east  to  west 
and  three  north  to  south.  Highway  construction  has  accelerated  in  Algeria  in  recent 
years,  reflecting  increased  petroleum  activities  and  the  subsequent  availability  of 
revenue  for  road  building. 

The  country's  major  seaports  are  Algiers,  Oran,  and  Bone.   In  addition  to  the 
international  airport  at  Algiers,  there  are  modern  airports  at  Constantine,  Bone,  and 
Oran,  and  at  least  67  smaller  airfields  throughout  the  country. 

In  1962,  Algeria's  gross  national  product  reached  $3,253  million,  an  average 
of  $301  per  capita. 


